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WE WILL GROW SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY GARDEN PROGRAM
The We WILL Grow School and Community Garden Program, which is 100% funded through
the generosity of Will County, has been a way for the program's members and volunteers of
ShareFest and individuals from multiple communities, to come together to create
approximately 29 gardens in the towns of Joliet, Lockport, New Lenox, University Park,
Forest Park, Fairmont, and Monee. This program was created not only to show people how
to grow their own food, but to take part in something that can positively impact hundreds
of individuals and families throughout Will County.
Through the passion and hard-work of many "green thumb" volunteers and a few hired
hands, the gardens have flourished and approximately 200,000 pounds of food from the
gardens were harvested in 2021. Way to go!
Food from the gardens was given to a variety of garden pantries and other food pantries
throughout Will County. Seeds and starter plants were obtained through a partnership
with Lange's Farm in Elwood, and Eastside Greenhouse in Joliet.
Types of plants grown this year included: several varieties of red, grape and cherry
tomatoes, peppers-sweet and hot, collards, chard, kale, mustard greens, bush beans, pole
beans, broccoli, eggplant, zucchini, cucumbers, cabbage (red and green), onions, herbs,
corn, cantaloupe, musk melon, and so much more! Check out our website for more
awesome pictures of the We WILL Grow School and Community Garden Program. Thank
you Will County for this incredible program!
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THE SHAREFEST DRIVE-THROUGH FOOD GIVEAWAY EVENTS
This year, ShareFest has created a way to safely and efficiently giveaway
food to those in need, even during the pandemic. The drive through food
giveaways are a huge undertaking and require tons of volunteers to help
them go smoothly. Hundreds of cars show up to our events and drive
away happy with boxes of food donated by the Northern Illinois food
bank and a variety of other sources. Particularly the November 24th drive
through event had food that was donated through the New Lenox Scout
Food Drive, which received an astounding amount of food, more than any
other year previously. Our giveaway events in 2021 have averaged
approximately 500 families served per event. Including the 2 upcoming
December events ShareFest has hosted 29 food giveaways and have given
away over 1 million pounds of food in 2021! We are happy and honored to
be able to provide this to people in need throughout the county. If you
are interested in volunteering at upcoming events, please check out our
website for the link to sign up.
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THE NEW LENOX CERT TEAM ARE AMAZING VOLUNTEERS
THAT HAVE HELPED OUT WITH COUNTLESS EVENTS IN 2021
The New Lenox Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) are a
group of hardworking and dedicated volunteers that are specially
trained to be better prepared to respond to emergencies in their
communities. According to their operations manual, "when
emergencies happen, CERT members can give critical support to first
responders, provide immediate assistance to victims, and organize
spontaneous volunteers at a disaster site. CERT members can also help
with non-emergency projects that help improve the safety of the
community." CERT is a huge reason why our drive through events have
been so safe and successful this year. They have even helped out with
Recyclepalooza, which is always a huge undertaking. ShareFest would
like to recognize their hard work and thank them for all that they do to
help keep the community safe! Also, check out New Lenox CERT on
Facebook!
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FOOD DELIVERY TO THE HOMEBOUND &
VETERANS EXPERIENCING HOMELESSNESS
This year ShareFest has been blessed to be able to add food delivery services to
those who are homebound and cannot attend our drive-through giveaway
events. This has been made possible by our very generous volunteer drivers as
well as ShareFest members who drive the food boxes that would have been
distributed at the event to people's homes once they sign up for home delivery.
While we are unable to control exactly what food is distributed (since
everything is donated), people receive a wide variety of needed items including,
meat, produce, and dairy products to help put meals together for themselves
and their families. As of now, we deliver food to 25 families.
Not only are we able to deliver to the homebound, but we are also able to
deliver food boxes weekly to 13 veterans currently experiencing homelessness.
John Slack is the man behind our entire delivery program. Through him and his
6 volunteer drivers, they have dedicated themselves to making sure those in
need have food to get them through the week. Ideally, he would like to have 12
drivers instead of just 6. People would only need to volunteer 2 and a half
hours, on the second and 4th Saturdays of the month. John's delivery program
even utilizes a routing software that picks the most efficient routes for the
drivers to take.
To sign up to be a volunteer driver, go to our website for the sign up genius
link. Please spread the word so we can get more help for this amazing program!
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THE SHAREFEST WAREHOUSE-A PLACE TO STORE, SORT,
PACK & HELP THOSE IN NEED!
ShareFest has been granted 501c3 nonprofit status this year and with that ShareFest was
able to apply for grant funding. Part of this money was used to rent out a 20X60
warehouse in New Lenox to store donated food and other donated items that will
eventually be given away at events (like books, home goods, toys and clothes). This is
something that ShareFest has needed for a long time, so we are very grateful for the
grant and the opportunity to have such an amazing storage space so we can help more
people in need. We have also purchased (using the grant money) 2 freezers and
refrigerators that will help us store meat and other freezer items.
For many years, ShareFest had to rely on the kindness and generosity of various local
businesses to use their open unused spaces for storing and sorting food, clothing, books,
toys and home goods because we did not have a space of our own. Now, since becoming
a nonprofit, ShareFest was able to acquire a warehouse in the heart of New Lenox to
serve as a place to store donations and to sort and pack up items for upcoming events.
The warehouse can be found at the address below. Follow us on social media and our
website to find out about upcoming volunteer opportunities.
ShareFest
22014 Howell Drive, Unit 1,
New Lenox, IL 60451
DECEMBER 2021
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SHAREFEST PARTNERS WITH WILL COUNTY GREEN
TO HOST RECYCLEPALOOZA IN NEW LENOX
Will County Green and ShareFest partnered this year, as they have done in years previous, to
host Recyclepalooza. A huge one-day event that gives the opportunity for people in the
surrounding area to bring in items that are difficult to dispose of or are potentially harmful
to the environment such as hazardous materials and different types of paint. Other items
that are collected include wood, styrofoam and even electronics. At our 2021 event we
collected 60,362 pounds of household hazardous waste and 36,388 pounds of electronics.
Each interested individual makes an appointment online (of a time to be there) and it works
like an assembly line. You pack your vehicle in a particular order to ensure that things are
unloaded in the order of how it is all set up at the event. No need to leave your vehicle,
volunteers will come and unload your car for you. Hundreds of cars typically show up for
Recyclepalooza and thousands of pounds of materials are typically collected.
ShareFest also collects donations of clothing, books, house hold items, and the scouts even
collect damaged flags at the event as well. Recyclepalooza makes a huge impact on both
the community and the environment. Thanks to Will County Green, New Lenox CERT, and all
the other amazing volunteers and organizations that made this year's event such a success!
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To learn more visit: www.jobs4people.org
2400 Glenwood Avenue, Joliet, IL 60435
815-727-4444

SHAREFEST PARTNERS WITH WORKFORCE SERVICES AND LOCAL
EMPLOYERS TO HELP PEOPLE FIND JOBS & LEARN SKILLS
The pandemic has been a difficult time for many people, with quite a few losing
their jobs or being forced to work from home. One organization that is
dedicated to helping job seekers find gainful employment and further their
skills is the Workforce Services Division of Will County, whose office is located in
Joliet. They have their very own online job board that is updated quite often
from a wide variety of local employers all over the county.
Workforce Services also has a Mobile Workforce Center that visits the towns of:
Frankfort, New Lenox, Crete, Bolingbrook, Joliet, Plainfield, University Park,
Mokena, and Wilmington. This helps those who are unable to make it into the
main office in Joliet with the opportunity to still benefit from the job search
and resume assistance services they provide.
At Workforce Services they also have a variety of workshops and classes that can
help people gain knowledge and skills necessary to be more successful at work
including Microsoft Excel, Word, and PowerPoint classes and even classes on
how to ace your interview and make your resumes shine in front of recruiters.
ShareFest was happy to have Workforce Services and local employers attend a
couple of our big events this year with more to come in 2022. Please visit the
Workforce Services website to learn more about their amazing services.

DECEMBER 2021

PAGE | 08

SHAREFEST NEWS- A 2021 YEAR END OVERVIEW

CCR&R Provides:

801 N. Larkin Suite 202 Joliet, IL
(815) 741-1163
To learn more visit: www.childcarehelp.com
Email: assistance@childcarehelp.com

-Child Care Assistance for Families & Providers
-Diaper Drives
-Community Resources
-Early Head Start Program
-Preschool for All Program
-Social Emotional Learning Facilitation Program

One reason why families and single parents struggle with going back to work or making ends
meet is due to lack of affordable child care. With Child Care Resource and Referral they
promote and facilitate the availability of affordable, quality child care through assistance,
education and advocacy in Will, Grundy, Kendall and Kankakee counties. Through their efforts
they are able to help on average 5,000 families a month.
Child Care Resource & Referral even offers an orientation workshop for those interested in
getting into the family child care business called Starting Point. The purpose of the Starting
Point workshop is to provide startup information and technical assistance to those interested
in providing care in their home as a profession. This workshop will give you an overview of the
licensing regulations and the business like aspects of opening a family child care home. Topics
covered include contracts, parent/provider relationship, insurance issues and other business
aspects of opening and running a family child care home. CCR&R helps provide support for
900 child care providers annually.
Child Care Resource and Referral maintains a database of licensed and legally licenseexempt child care providers in the counties of Will, Grundy, Kankakee, and Kendall. CCR&R
offers referrals of child care providers to parents and families, provides child care resources
and technical assistance to parents, families, and child care providers.
Also, as part of their ongoing partnership with the United Way, CCR&R also serves as a Diaper
distribution site. Families can come in once a month to pick up a bundle of diapers and other
baby care items. Since the pandemic started in March 2020, CCR&R has remained in
operation, ensuring these vital services are still available to families and providers in multiple
communities. Currently CCR&R is partnering with the Will County Health Department as part
of their Vaccine Equity initiative by providing education and outreach to families about the
importance of the COVID-19 vaccine. This past spring CCR&R also participated in the Healing
Illinois Initiative through the Illinois Department of Human Services and the Chicago
Community Trust. As part of this work, CCR&R hosted a series of virtual conversations to
promote an open dialogue and start the healing process in the midst of racial inequities.
If you or someone you know is in need of the services that CCR&R can provide please contact
them at 815-741-1163 or email: assistance@childcarehelp.com.
DECEMBER 2021
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Funding Needed for ShareFest Box Truck

Sharefest needs your help to raise enough money for a
box truck to help transport donations to our warehouse
for storage, sorting and packing and to bring them to our
events. Currently, ShareFest has to rent a Uhaul truck
every time we need to pick up and transport donations.
This expense adds up quickly throughout the year given
how many food and other item donations we receive for
our many giveaway events.
By raising the money we need for the truck,
(approximately $25,000) we can purchase our own truck
and save money for years to come by not having to rent
one. The money saved can then be funneled into service
projects and putting on more giveaway events to help
people in need throughout Will County.
If you are able and willing to make a donation to
ShareFest for this purpose you can donate easily online
with the link to our PayPal account on our website, click
on the donate image below, or mail in a check written
out to ShareFest to the address below. Every donation
makes a difference! Thanks for your support!
ShareFest
22014 Howell Drive, Unit 1,
New Lenox, IL 60451
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ShareFest Upcoming Event:

Both our website (www.sharefestwillcounty.org) and our
Facebook (www.facebook.com/sharefestwillcounty)
will have all the latest event updates and news about
ShareFest throughout the New Year!
Please make sure to check our website and Facebook
frequently and sign up for our email list to be notified of
upcoming events and volunteer opportunities.
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2021 ShareFest Partners
NEW LENOX CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
ALL NATIONS CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST-JOLIET
NEW LENOX ESDA
BAG LADY OUTREACH
BLUESTEM EARTH FESTIVAL
NEW LENOX POLICE DEPT
BROWN CHAPEL AME CHURCH-JOLIET
NEW LENOX SCOUTS FOOD DRIVE
CHILD CARE RESOURCE & REFERRAL
NEW LENOX TOWNSHIP
CHRIST MISSION CHURCH
NEW LENOX TOWNSHIP FOOD PANTRY
COMMUNITY SERVICE COUNCIL OF WILL COUNTY
NEW LIFE CHURCH-NEW LENOX
CREATIVE CONTENT SOLUTIONS
NORTHERN ILLINOIS FOOD BANK
DAR - FOUNDERS CHAPTER
PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH NEW LENOX
EAST SIDE GREENHOUSE
PRAYER TOWER CHURCH JOLIET
FAIRMONT COMMUNITY CENTER
PROVIDENCE CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL
FAIRMONT SCHOOL
PROVISION LAB
FAITH MOVERS CHURCH-UNIVERSITY PARK
RIVERWALK HOMES
FOREST PARK COMMUNITY CENTER
SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH-JOLIET
FRANKFORT TOWNSHIP
SENIORS WILL GROW
FRANKFORT TOWNSHIP FOOD PANTRY
STAFFING NETWORK
FRIENDS OVER FIFTY
TEDD'S UHAUL NEW LENOX
HANDS OF HOPE JOLIET
TRINITY SERVICES INC.-GROUP HOME
HAROLD LANG'S FARM ELWOOD
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH NEW LENOX
HELP AT HOME
UNIVERSITY OF ST. FRANCIS
ILLINOIS PARTNERS IN HOPE
UNIVERSITY PARK CARES GARDEN
JACKSON CREEK FELLOWSHIP CHURCH MONEE VETERANS ASSISTANCE COMMISSION WILL COUNTY
JOLIET FRANSICAN SISTERS AND ASSOCIATES
VILLAGE OF MONEE
LEWIS UNIVERSITY
VILLAGE OF NEW LENOX
LINCOLNWAY WEST HIGH SCHOOL
WARREN SHARPE COMMUNITY CENTER
LOCKPORT TOWNSHIP HIGH SCHOOL
WE WILL GROW SCHOOL
LOVE MONEE GARDEN
WILL COUNTY GREEN
MANHATTAN FRIENDSHIP GARDEN
WILL COUNTY ILLINOIS
MIDWEST FOOD BANK
WILL COUNTY LAND USE RESOURCE/RECOVERY
MONEE FREE METHODIST CHURCH
WILMINGTON PASTOR'S ASSOCIATION
NATIONAL HOOKUP OF BLACK WOMEN
WILMINGTON SHAREFEST
NEW LENOX C.E.R.T
WORKFORCE SERVICES DIVISION OF WILL COUNTY

Numerous organizations have made everything we have
done in 2021 possible. Not only that, but we have had
countless individual community members who have
volunteered their time to help with our sort and pack events
and so much more! This is truly a county wide effort and the
impact that we all can have is a big one. Please know just
how much the ShareFest organization has appreciated all of
the hard work, dedication, and generosity of so many in
order to help our neighbors in need!
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Follow & Share our
ShareFest Page on Facebook
@ShareFestWillCounty

Visit our website to learn more:
www.sharefestwillcounty.org
ShareFest is a 501c3
non-profit organization

Volunteer with us!
Drive-through Food
Giveaway Events

Sort and pack events

Have questions? Email:
gary@sharefestwillcounty.com

Community Garden
Program
Recyclepalooza
Community Service Projects
Food delivery
for the homebound & veterans
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Make sure to go to our
website to sign up for
our e-mail list!
www.sharefestwillcounty.org
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